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weary of her chatter, said, 'Your husband will be
the Lord Krishna/ Unhappily the words spoken
in jest were taken seriously by the little maid. She
vowed that the Lord Krishna and none other should
be her husband. One day a Sadhu or anchorite
came to the palace, bearing with him an image of the
god. The little princess begged it of him but he
refused to give it. To get her way, she fasted and
prayed continuously. At last the Lord Krishna ap-
peared in a vision to the Sadhu and bade him give
her the image. All her life she kept it and deemed
it her greatest treasure.
In spite of her vow to wed the Lord Krishna,
the time came when Rana Dudaji had to find Mirabai
an earthly husband. He chose for her Bhojraj, the
heir to the noblest throne in India, that of Udaipur
or as it then was Chitor. Her married life was
short and unhappy and the young prince died soon
after her marriage. Having lost her husband, her
thoughts turned back to religion and she scandalized
the great house into which she had married by mix-
ing always with religious ascetics and anchorites.
Her father-in-law Rana Sangramsingh, died soon
after Prince Bhojraj and her brother-in-law Rana
Ratansing, at the prompting of his mother, shut
Mirabai up in a place, haunted by man-slaying bkuts
or ghosts. It was in vain ; for the bhuts fled in terror
at the Lord Krishna's name and never returned.
It was then resolved to poison her. The Rana sent
her a bowl of poison with a message that it was a
bowl of ambrosia. Mirabai showed it first to the
image of Krishna and then drank it. The poison
did the princess no harm ; but the idol turned from
black to a hideous green. The Rana then sent